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DEPARTMENT COMMANDER…Jimmie Dale
Hello Comrades,
I hope everyone is safe and had an enjoyable Memorial Day
weekend, I received a few emails that showed some Post
were able to conduct grave site visits. I also was able spend
Sunday afternoon visiting two cemeteries here in the
Mannheim area. It was an honor and a privilege to be able
to replace the old flags on our fallen veteran graves and
honor their sacrifice to our great nation.
COVID-19: This is still a dangerous situation we are facing, and our members
need to stay alert to that fact and do not let your guard down because the weather
is getting nice outside. Germany has eased its restriction in many parts of the
country as it has begone reopening the countries job markets. But there are still
plenty of safety precautions that need to be taken to stay safe such as social
distancing and wearing a face mask. The best way to prevent the illness is to
limit your exposure to people who might have the virus.
Electronic DEC: I have directed an executive committee to be formed to come
up with a safe way for our Department to continue to conduct business. Once
this committee has developed the instruction and procedures for an electronic
DEC that information will be sent out to all Post leadership.
Post CPR: We need to make sure all our Post have completed their Post CPR
Report and submitted it to National by 1 Jul 2020, that is the cutoff date for
National. I need for all Vise Commanders to work with the Posts that they are
responsible for to make sure we can make this deadline.
Vote: If you are not registered to vote, then you need to get register so you can
vote in the upcoming election. My 1st Vice Commander at my Post sat me and
my Post Adjutant down and we filled out the paperwork to request our Voters
Absentee ballad. This was a simple procedure and did not take long to fill out
and mail it. Now I am waiting for them to mail me back the registration forms.
Each Post might want to have someone in the Post to assist with this activity it
should come under Americanism.
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DSO: Department Service Officer
support is still available this support
is done electronically online
through emails and phone calls. If
you have any questions about this
support, you can contact Frank
Phillips the DSO.
Buddy Checks: This is still one of
the main objectives of our
organization, we need to keep the
lines of communication open with
our members. To identify who
might be sick or may just need some
assistance and support while this
virus pandemic is still going
around.
Membership: We are at around
91% in membership for the
Department this year and we have a
few Post that are close to 100% but
they need to communicate more
with the members that have not
renewed this year. There is no doubt
in my mind that we would be at
100% right now if we could have
continued with our membership
awareness program. COVID-19
changed all that so now it is up to
the individual Post to finish the
mission and get the Department of
France to 100%.
Respectfully,
Jimmie Dale
American Legion
Commander
Department of France

COMMANDER Jimmie Dale GR07 jimmiedale87@gmail.com
NECMAN James Settle GR42 james.settle@kabelbw.de

ALT NECMAN Hans Stockenberger CH01 redsea_diver2000@yahoo.com

VCAL Joe D. Brown GR79 vcalbrown50@gmail.com

VICE COMMANDER Quincy Foster FR05 qcfoster@yahoo.com

VICE COMMANDER Santos Alvarado GR05 salvar621@gmx.com

VICE COMMANDER Dennis Owens NL01 info@dennisowens.com

VICE COMMANDER Liam Kane IR63 commliam@gmail.com

HISTORIAN Casby Logan GR07 casbyj@hotmail.com

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS Andy Clevenger NL01 clevtdy@hotmail.com

CHAPLAIN Harvey Briggs NL01 harvey.briggsiii@gmail.com

SERVICE OFFICER Frank Phillips GR1982 Francis.Phillips2@va.gov

JUDGE ADVOCATE Keith Abernathy GR79 keithabernathy1942@yahoo.de

FINANCE OFFICER Gary Miller GR06 billsfan_gary@hotmail.com

ADJUTANT Maxwell Rice GR79 colwichboy@yahoo.com

Health emergency forces cancellation of
American Legion national convention
(INDIANAPOLIS, April 8, 2020) -- The American Legion’s 102nd National Convention, originally scheduled for Louisville,
Ky., Aug. 28 – Sept. 3, 2020, is canceled due to public-health concerns, ongoing restrictions and uncertainties related to
the global coronavirus-COVID-19 pandemic.
“The safety of our members and compliance with state and federal public-health restrictions and guidelines made
this decision not only prudent but necessary,” American Legion National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford said. “The
commonwealth of Kentucky has taken emergency actions to prevent the spread of infections and to follow federal
guidance that restrict public gatherings and urge social distancing. No one can say with any certainty when these
measures will be lifted or in what manner.”
The American Legion National Executive Committee approved a resolution Wednesday, April 8, by email to
cancel the annual convention of wartime veterans and their families for the first time in history. The 2020 Sons of The
American Legion National Convention is also canceled.
“Local American Legion services – such as Buddy Checks, blood drives, meal delivery and volunteer assistance
– remain the top priority of the organization as we navigate these challenging waters,” Oxford said. “Community efforts are
now under way throughout the country and around the world, while many American Legion state and foreign departments
are canceling or postponing their conventions and elections to protect public health in the midst of this pandemic.
Normally, national convention delegates are appointed during department conventions. This year is anything but normal.”
The 102nd National Convention is now scheduled for Aug. 27 – Sept. 2, 2021, in Phoenix. Terms of currently
serving national officers, including National Commander Oxford, are extended until then, according to the resolution.
Nationally appointed American Legion commission and committee chairpersons will also remain in their positions until the
Fall 2021 meeting of the National Executive Committee.
The convention cancellation and extension of national officer terms are within the authority of the NEC, according
to The American Legion’s constitution and bylaws.
Also Wednesday, the NEC selected Louisville as the site of the 2026 American Legion National Convention, the
first available date.
With a current membership of nearly two million wartime veterans, The American Legion was founded in 1919 on
the four pillars of a strong national security, veterans affairs, patriotic youth programs and Americanism. Legionnaires
work for the betterment of their communities through nearly 13,000 posts worldwide. From the drafting of the original GI
Bill to the creation of the Department of Veterans Affairs, The American Legion, www.legion.org, is the most influential
voice for America’s veterans.

Media contacts: John Raughter, jraughter@legion.org, (317) 630-1350
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Paris Post FR01

https://youtu.be/EhUANOXhvvk
On Sunday May 24th 2020, in accordance with long-standing tradition to celebrate Memorial Day on Sunday in France,
the city of Neuilly-sur-Seine welcomed the American Legion Paris Post 1, the Veterans of Foreign Wars Paris Post 605,
and the American Overseas Memorial Day Association at the American Legion Mausoleum in the Cemetery of Neuilly.

Margraten Post NL01
Our first Zoom Monthly Meeting is in the
books. I think it went well with 22
participants at the high point. We did
not get Zoom Bombed. Now we know it
is quite possible to do this type of
meeting.
It was so great to see Commander Ray
Vincent and Life member Mike Hansen
in our meeting from State side. We will
make it possible for this type of
technology to be used for you guys that
can not make our meetings to still
participate like this in the future.
Looking forward to the next one.
Dennis Owens / Post Commander
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PCC President Dennis Owens

PCC Secretary Quincy Foster

info@dennisowens.com

qcfoster@yahoo.com

Who is eligible to join the Department of France Past Commanders Club?
Past and Present Department Commanders, Department Vice Commanders At Large, Department Vice

Commanders, Post Commanders, SAL Detachment Commanders, SAL Squadron Commanders, Auxiliary Department
Presidents, Auxiliary Unit Presidents…so if you were just voted into office you are eligible to join
Initial dues for the Past Commanders Club is only $25.00 / Renewal dues for the Past Commanders Club is only $10.00
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DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICER…Frank Phillips
Contact me after 1700 please or e mail me
Home: +49 9872 8051801
FAX: +49 9872 955406
Mobile: +49 172 6879915
Mail: Francis.Phillips2@va.gov
https://wwwlinkedin.com/in/frank-phillips-2b7515bb/
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SGT William D. Nelson Post GR09
GR09 honors graves of veterans buried in local cemeteries
Again, as in past years, GR09 paid visits to the ten graves of locally buried American Veterans on Memorial
Day and as in previous years the Post was able to decorate each grave with more than just a US flag. Thanks
to the American Legion’s Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Fund, Post GR09 received 500 dollars to “be
used to honor and decorate individual graves of those veterans who were laid to rest outside American Battle
Monument Commission controlled facilities.” Accordingly, each grave was decorated with an impressive
flower and plant arrangement and with a streamer citing the Neu-Ulm’s American Legion and a card
acknowledging the donation by the American Legion’s Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Fund. This
demonstration of patriotism also exhibits to German visitors to the cemeteries that Americans do not forget
their comrades in arms.
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 Virus the normally larger group of GR 09 members could not participate
in this yearly event as Post Commander Aman did not want to risk the health of any of the post’s members
therefore some of the graves were visited by only one GR 09 officer.

Post Chaplain Tom Snook preparing floral
Arrangements for distribution.

Legionnaire Anthony Hicks saluting
flag at grave of Frank Schlipf.

Newsletter Editor…David N. Greaux

REMINDER…all newsletter articles should be turned in PRIOR to months end!
Davidg1959@t-online.de
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Detachment Commander Joe D. Brown
vcalbrown50@gmail.com

2020MY OFFICERS
Commander Joe D. Brown vcalbrown50@gmail.com

Adjutant James Dennis detachmentdennis@gmail.com

NEC Maxwell Rice colwichboy@yahoo.com

Alternate NEC James Dennis detachmentdennis@gmail.com

First Vice Donald Chamberlain chamberlaindw@hotmail.de

Second Vice Quincy Foster qcfoster@yahoo.com

Chaplain John Portale johnportale@arcor.de

Historian Casby Logan casbyj@hotmail.com

Judge Advocate James Dennis detachmentdennis@gmail.com

Sergeant-at-Arms Lee Preston lpreston1957@gmail.com

Due to the COVID-19 Situation, our Detachment Convention
had to be postponed until further notice!!!
Online Membership Processing Now Available for
Sons of the American Legion

Grande Chef de Gare 2020MY…Lee Preston
La Société des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux (The Society of Forty Men and Eight Horses) is an independent, by invitation,
honor society of American veterans, more commonly known as “The Forty & Eight”.
The Forty & Eight is committed to charitable and patriotic aims. Our purpose is to uphold and defend the United States
Constitution of the United States, to promote the well-being of veterans, their widows, widowers, and orphans, and to actively
participate in selected charitable endeavors, which include among others, programs that promote child welfare and nurses
training.
Membership is by invitation, and open only to honorably discharged veterans and honorably serving members of the United
States Armed Forces.

Due to the COVID-19 Situation, it was decided and approved by the membership that all
Grand positions will remain in place for the 2021Membership Year!!!
The Grand is planning a Cheminot for July 2020…if possible. Information will be sent out
to the Voyageurs.
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