BEL G I U M -D EN M ARK -FRAN C E -G E RM AN Y -G RE EC E -T H AI L AN D -N ET HERL AN D S -I REL AN D -I T AL Y-S PAI N -PO RT U G AL -C H I N A -0 1 -EN G L AN D

Volume 15 / Issue 07 -- July 2017

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER James Dennis
Greeting fellow Legionnaires;
I would like to introduce myself. My name is James Dennis, I am from Audie Murphy Post
GR30 in the Wuerzburg area. I am married Sonja Dennis, an active Auxiliary member. We
have no children. I work for a germen company and I have been here since 1984. I have held
many Department positions to include Vice Commander and Assistant SGT@ARMS. I am
presently Post GR30s Commander and Adjutant. I am also an active member in The Sons of
the Legion, the 40/8, Past Commanders Club, and a member of the AMVETS, and FODPAL.
I want to thank IPC Shanahan and his staff for doing a great job last year. I will continue to represent this Department in a
professional manner. I am looking forward to both our staffs working together to continue with last year’s projects and
working on this year’s projects.
Membership is a very important role to this year’s staff. We need to work on retainment of members as well as new ones.
There are many members we forget every year to renew. Let’s see if we can get 95% to renew. With members passin g
and moving back to the states, a 100% is not possible. VCAL Brown has many ideas as Membership Chairman and we
will be recruiting and renewing Legionnaires, Auxiliary, Sons of the Legion and Legion Riders. Because we are a Legion
family.
I will be working closely with The Auxiliary, Sons of the Legion and The Legion Riders. I feel there is a need to bring them
closer to us. With our family at our side, we are stronger, and can enjoy our events together.
Sonja and I are on vacation in America until the middle of July. We will be travelling to National Headquarters on the 30.
of June with my sister and her husband. Comrade Haggan will meet us there and show us around. I also will be joining
American Legion Post 201 in West Jefferson, Ohio for their 4 th of July parade. After the parade, I will be travelling to my
sister’s house to enjoy the day with family.
I wish everyone a safe 4th of July holiday.
Thank you…James Dennis…Commander Department of France
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COMMANDER
James Dennis GR30
orphff@gmail.com

ADJUTANT
Maxwell Rice GR79
colwichboy@yahoo.com

NECMAN/ FINANCE
OFFICER
Nola Maloney GR03
NECMaloney@gmail.com

ALT. NECMAN
James Settle GR42
james.settle@kabelbw.de

VCAL
Joe D. Brown GR79
vcalbrown50@gmail.com

VICE COMMANDER
Casby Logan GR07
casbyj@hotmail.com

VICE COMMANDER
David Etter GR01
bigdavee59@gmail.com

VICE COMMANDER
Christopher Buchanan
GR1982
christoperbuch@hotmail.com

VICE COMMANDER
Jimmie Dale
jimmiedale87@gmailcom

CHAPLAIN
Don Chamberlain GR79
chamberlaindw@hotmail.de

HISTORIAN
VACANT

SERVICE OFFICER
Laura Buckner BE02
04lgb@sbcglobal.net

JUDGE ADVOCATE
Keith Abernathy GR79
keithabernathy1942@yahoo.de

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Raymond Vincent Jr.
rvincent6603@yahoo.com

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT

Robert Fuelling FR01
Rfuel41704@aol.com

The American Legion, Department of France website
http://www.amerlegiondeptfrance.org
Also Visit The Department of France Facebook page
WANTED TODAY…pictures and stories of your posts, your members. Share
your experiences, let everyone know what you are doing and contributing to your
“American Legion Family”
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DEPARTMENT NECMAN Nola Maloney
My Fellow Legionnaires, SAL Members, Auxiliary Members, Legion Riders and all
other VIPs;
It was great to see such a good turn out for the 4 th DEC, Convention the 1st DEC
and the Auxiliary Convention and 1st DEC. I thank all the outgoing Department
Officers for a very successful Membership Year 2016-2017. A great deal of ground
was covered in the past year!! I congratulate all the incoming Officers on their
elected and appointed positions – now we have a lot of ground to cover this year
as we keep the Legacy of The American Legion Family flowing and growing. I
congratulate all the new Officers of the Department Auxiliary on their elections
and braving the re-start of our Department Auxiliary. I look forward to working with all this next year!!
Thank you Joe Schram for an excellent Convention!! The hotel and staff were great!! You were able to
overcome any obstacles or issues that arose. From my perspective all went quite well!!
I want to say thank you to Post 1982 for the Vietnam War Veteran pins and papers they passed out at
Convention. The folks I gave mine to were very surprised and grateful!!
Officers are already out doing their responsibilities with American Legion Awareness Campaigns in different
areas and we have our new Service Officer going to school in late July. Adjutant Max has already sent out new
rosters – make sure you check for any thing that needs to be changed and get it back to Max!! New
Department Commander Dennis will be passing through Indianapolis to meet folks there while he is in the
USA on vacation. Commendable of all!!
We have enjoyable work year ahead of us (or we wouldn’t be doing what we are) as we go into this next
Department Year. Working together as a team in fulfilling the obligations of our positions, communicating
with one another, sharing ideas, assisting each other when/wherever possible, making decisions together or
when one has to be made trusting all are for the “Good of The American Legion” collectively. Department
Officers and Chairmen doing the responsibility of the positions they gave their word to the DEC and the
Department Commander on. These things are what help to make a busy but smoother running Department.
I put a lot of faith in all of you and you gave your oath as well as your word.
The American Legion has been working hard to pass The American Legion Coin bill in the U.S. Congress. They
are asking we contact our Member of Congress and encourage them to cosponsor the bill. We are calling on
all Legionnaires to mobilize a full court press until we get this bill passed. We need 30 more senators and
144 more congressional representatives ALT NEC Settle will have sent you in an email more details and a
pre-written letter to send forward.
We cannot stress enough the importance of the passage of H.R. 2519 and S. 1182. These bills, if passed, would
not only properly commemorate our 100th anniversary, but it would help The American Legion serve and
support thousands more veterans with crucial funds that aide us in carrying out our Four Pillars. Congress only
authorizes two coins per year and one has already been awarded for 2019, so there’s only one left. And the
Legion has strong competition!
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Lastly, in the June edition of the Legion Magazine, on page 8, you will find the National Commanders Message,
which goes more in depth about the Coin bill and how it will benefit The American Legion.
Did you know President Trump signed the bill that will enhance VA's accountability, provide protection for
whistleblowers. It was an issue for VA workers coming forward with improprieties within the VA – fear of job
loss or retaliation. Fixing a major problem from within is a good start.
There are plenty more VA Bills sitting on the Hill waiting to be approved.
I hope everyone got their Consolidated Post Reports in. These and membership numbers are what Congress
looks at – “what are we doing in support of the veteran” and “how many are in this group”. We are the largest
“Veterans” group in the world, this is our strength to Congress –we should be much larger given the number
of veterans there are.
I hope all of you are able to celebrate the 241st Birthday of our GREAT Nation. Do something extra patriotic
on this day – not matter if there is only you doing it!!
A word from your Finance Officer: When requesting money I will check the budget and want to see accurate,
legible receipts first. The same as Finance Officer Gary Miller, I will close the books a week or so prior to a
DEC/Convention. I would ask that everyone get their receipts in on time.
With that I will close out this month’s article with wishes for a safe 4 th of July, successful month and safe travels
for all!!! I look forward to seeing many of you at the 2nd DEC, hosted by NL01 in the Netherlands, 21 Oct 2017.

Most Sincerely, Your NECLady…Nola
“No matter our outward differences – we’re all in this together” President O’Bama – during his outgoing speech
in office.

Americanism Chairman Carl Hackworth…
It is requested that all Americanism reports be sent to me prior to our DEC´s.
Carl Hackworth
Dudenroder Str. 1
63654 Buedingen, Germany
carl@hackworth.de
Tel.: 004960425454989
Mobil: 00491764248922
Fax: 004960425454987
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DEPARTMENT VICE COMMANDER AT LARGE Joe D. Brown
My fellow Legionaries, I would like to take this opportunity, to thank all of you for
having the trust and faith in me to properly perform the duties as your Department
Vcal Commander. I will not let you down. Next, I would like to congratulate the
newly elected officers, I know we have a great team this year, and that we will
move this Department forward and make it the best in National. Remember each
post has a Vice Commander, and they should have already contacted you,
these Vice Commanders are there to assist you in all matters, if you are having
difficulties, please contact them. I wish all of you a safe and happy 4th of July;
please look out for each other during your festivities. Comrade Rice is the
Department Adjutant, please insure that you contact him with all required reports
and request for assistance. On June 24th I had the
opportunity to attend, Riley Leroy Pitts Post GR07
General Membership Meeting in Clay Kaserne in
Wiesbaden Remember if you need to contact me I am just an E-mail away
vcalbrown50@gmail.com . In closing please keep those in harm’s way and
their families, not only in your thoughts but your prayers as well.
Here a couple of my goals for the next year.
1. Improve on communication between all Posts and the Department.
There is nothing we cannot do if we communicate with one another And work together toward a
common goal.
2. Plan on conducting membership awareness drives with as many Posts possible, if not all of them. With
primary focus at first With GR45 and GR02.
3. The first transmittal will be sent to National by 17 July 2017. REMEMBER the dues to the Department are
$25.00 for the 2018 Membership year. That is up from $21.50 to $25.00 per member.
For GOD and Country/VCAL and Membership Chairman/Charlie Joe Brown

MEMBERSHIP
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DEPARTMENT VICE COMMANDER Dave Etter
Greetings Comrades, I am Dave Etter, one of your 2017-2018 Department Of France Vice
Commanders. The Posts I have been assigned are GR02, GR07, GR20, GR79, IR02 and
China01. I look forward to getting to know everyone from these ports, as well as the rest
of the Department Of France member.
Currently, my membership is with Kaiserslautern Post GR01 and I am a dual Legion/SAL
member. I have been a member of The American Legion for over 21 years. I served in the
U. S. Navy on submarines from 1983 thru 1992. I joined the Legion in my hometown of
Safford AZ, Swift-Murphy Post 32. I came up the ranks, serving as Post Commander in
1998-99, and in 2002-03. I have also served as the Dept of AZ District 5 Vice Commander,
Dept of AZ SAA, and ran for Dept of AZ Area A Vice Commander. I was the first AZ
Legionnaire to attend The National American Legion College in Indianapolis in 1999.
My wife joined the U. S. Army in 2011 as a combat medic, and reclassed to Respiratory Technician in 2014. She is
currently assigned to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center until mid 2018. Upon completion of her enlistment here, we
are probably returning to Texas. That’s her plan, I am just her dependent at this point.
As a military spouse, I have the honor of being the Armed Forces Insurance 2016 Army Spouse of the Year, a podcaster
of two internet podcasts, producer of three podcasts, and a Boy Scouts of America leader in the Barbarossa District of
Transatlantic Council serving as Post GR01's troop and cub units’ Chartered Organization Representative and as the
Assistant District Commissioner of Round Tables.
As one of your Vice Commanders, I am at your disposal. My email address is bigdavee59@gmail.com and I can be
easily found on all social media.

The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day or July 4th—has been a federal holiday in the United States
since 1941, but the tradition of Independence Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and the American
Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence, and two days later delegates
from the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration of Independence, a historic document drafted by Thomas Jefferson.
From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of American independence, with festivities
ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to more casual family gatherings and barbecues.
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Commodore John Barry Post IR03
COOTEHALL SOLDIER HONORED
A ceremony honoring Irish native, Private First Class Michael J. Moffatt, Company “A”, 105 th Infantry Regiment,
27th Infantry Division, United States Army, Killed in Action in France on October 18 th 1918 took place at his resting
site in Kiltoghert Cemetery, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, Ireland on 4th June 2017. PFC Moffatt was originally
buried at the Somme American Military Cemetery in Northeast France and his remains were re-patriated to Ireland at
the family’s request in 1922 and hastily buried with little or no military formality at the Moffatt burial plot in
Kiltoghert. For nearly 95 years Michael has lain in an unmarked grave but thanks to the efforts of his nephew, Eamon
Moffatt and Michael Noone of The American Legion, a US Military type Headstone is now in place, courtesy of the
American Department of Veteran’s Affairs. The ceremony, conducted by the American Legion Post IR-03 in Ireland,
included unveiling the headstone, blessing the grave by local Parish Priest Fr. Brendan McDonagh, folding of a US
burial flag and presentation to Next of Kin, Eamon Moffatt, a rendition of laments and marches by Piper Pat Conlon,
laying a wreath on behalf of The American Legion by Legionnaire Gerard Duignan, a relation of the Moffatt family,
sounding the Last Post by a bugler and finishing off with playing both National Anthems. An attendance of over one
hundred neighbours, friends, parishioners and Irish Veterans were present to remember and honor this courageous
soldier from the Great War.
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RILEY LEROY PITTS POST GR07
Riley Leroy Pitts Post GR07 Highlights…
Two Post GR07 Members Inducted as Department Vice Commanders
Post GR07 members Casby Logan and Jimmie Dale were elected as Department of France Vice Commanders
at the Department Convention 17 June 2017. Commander Logan also serves as Post GR07 Membership
Chairman and Comrade Dale serves as the Post 1st Vice Commander and Quartermaster. Congratulations
Comrades Logan and Dale!

Photo: National Executive Committee (NEC) Nola Maloney administers oaths to new Department of France Vice Commanders Casby Logan and
Jimmie Dale at the Department Convention on 17 June 2017 in Ludwigshafen, Germany.

Post GR07 Seeking Legion Riders
Post GR07 is working to activate its Legion Riders Chapter again. If anyone is interested
in being a rider or post member, please contact Comrade Ron Morgan at email
rcmorgan@gmail.com or Telephone 0176-75902210.

Post GR07 Meeting Times and New Mailing Address
Post GR07 holds meetings the first Saturday of each month on Wiesbaden, Clay Kaserne in building 1011
(Community Activities Center – Little Italy Restaurant). All post members are encouraged to attend the
meetings. GPS Address is Flugpatz Erbenheim, 65205 Wiesbaden, Germany.

POST GR07 NEW MAILING ADDRESS:
American Legion Post GR07
CMR 467 Box 7000GD
APO AE 09096
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Thomas W. Barnett Post GR14
4th of July BBQ
A T.W.B. Post GR 14 get together. A chance to meet and socialize. Saturday the
8th of July 12PM At Untergasse 9, 63654 Düdelsheim.

Come one come all! Please RSVP with number of people, and what (if
anything) you want to bring!
Any questions can be sent to Post adjutant Victor Brown (vbrown9939@gmail.com) or Post
assistant adjutant Carl Hackworth (carl@hackworth.de)

2018 Membership Year PCC President Gary Thomas (r) and PCC Secretary Susan Houston

Who is eligible to join the Department of France Past Commanders Club?
PAST AND PRESENT Department Commanders, Department Vice Commanders At Large, Department Vice
Commanders, Post Commanders, SAL Detachment Commanders, SAL Squadron Commanders, Auxiliary
Department Presidents, Auxiliary Unit Presidents…so if you were just voted into office you are eligible to join

Initial dues for the Past Commanders Club is only $25.00
Renewal dues for the Past Commanders Club is only $10.00
Our next meeting is planned in conjunction
with the Department of France Second DEC
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John Wayne

Post GR79

The members of John Wayne Post 79 received a surprise visit from Mrs. Hale and her son from
America at their June 11, General Membership Meeting. They receive an even bigger surprise when
she presented a “Thank You” Card to the Post Commander for the wonderful support shown to her
and her family before, during, and after the recent funeral of her husband (Comrade Robert Hale).
During her visit, she spoke fondly of the support and good that she had received and continues to
receive from members of the Post and it’s Legion Riders which is now up to ten members. All present,
to include one new post member, were grateful to the Hale Family for thanks and good wishes and
many there expressed their feelings on the wonderful and continuing support provided to the Legion
by the Hale Family for so many years. Even these pictures cannot express the closeness felt at this
meeting but it can show that John Wayne Post 79 Legion Family and Community are working
together for the good of all.

GREETINGS TO ALL - YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO OUR
GR79 4TH OF JULY PARTY FEST
When: 08 July 2017
Where: Gartenfreunde Klingenberg, Klingenberg Bruch, 74081
Heilbronn
Time: 14.00
Cost: 15 EURO
POC: Second Vice Commander Charlie Brown…vcalbrown50@gmail.com / 0170-1888034
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David Chavez Post GR1982
Kid’s Fishing Day with Legion Post 1982

serving the food and also to sit and eat in the
shade. The shade was appreciated; as the day was
very warm by German standards.

Going fishing with our young children is one of the
most natural things in the world. Many parents start
when the youngsters are old enough to show some
interest in trying to catch a fish.

Post 1982 supports two days of kid’s fishing on the
lake each summer, usually on the first Saturday in
June and in August. In addition to donuts, water
and soft drinks during the morning, Veterans
provided a free lunch of hamburgers, chips, soft
drinks and fresh fruit pieces to the kids and parents.

For Soldiers stationed in Germany, things are a
little different. The kids cannot legally fish, i.e. get a
fishing license, until the age of 16. There are
provisions for younger kids, age 10 to 16, to fish
under the direct supervision of a parent with a
fishing license. The problem is, how do the military
parents get their fishing license? This process is
more difficult in Germany than in the United States.

For this event, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
10708 assisted with providing water, charcoal, and
soft drinks and helping with the grill and serving
lines at lunch. Fishing medals were provided to
each child who participated, whether they had
nabbed a fish or not. This year, the local Service
Credit Union also provided insulated lunch bags as
gifts for each child.

American Legion Post 1982, in Ansbach, Germany,
wanted to give this opportunity to fish with younger
children to the local Soldiers and their families. The
military controls a lake, appropriately named
Soldier’s Lake, on our installation near the Urlas
Shopping Center in Katterbach. The Legionnaires
coordinated with the local MWR Outdoor
Recreation to allow children to fish with their
parents. This initial coordination started about five
years ago.

As can be seen in the photos, the kids loved it.
Parents also enjoyed the opportunity to spend a
morning in the fresh air with the kids; without the
television, computer games or cell phones as a
distraction. There were also valuable lessons
learned by the kids. Worms and maggots must be
put on the hooks. Not every fisherman catches a
fish. Once caught, the fish must be killed and then
cleaned. Parents get to answer lots of questions
from the little ones.

Now, the Kid’s Fishing Day is a tradition in the US
Army Garrison Ansbach. We conducted our first
Kid’s Fishing Day of this year on 3 June 2017.
Approximately 80 kids and 70 parents came out
and fished. To keep it all legal, Mr. Fred Lane,
Hunting and Fishing Coordinator with Outdoor
Recreation, coordinated to have several licensed
fishermen present on the lake to assist the young
fishermen and -women. Outdoor Rec provided the
fishing tackle, as well as bait. They also stocked the
lake with trout before the event. Mr. Lane and his
assistants were very supportive.

Susan Houston, Legion Post 1982 Commander,
said “Overall, the Kid’s Fishing Day was a great
success! The weather was warm and sunny, the
fish were biting, and the kids had a great time.
Parents were happy to spend a Saturday morning
with their kids in a different atmosphere. Veterans
from the Legion and VFW, as well as MWR reps,
were happy to work together and provide a
successful event for the local community. It was a
win-win situation for everyone involved!”

The Lakehouse, situated directly on the lake, with
its grill and tables, was used for preparing and
14
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DETACHMENT OF FRANCE

On 03 June 2017, the Detachment of France conducted their Convention in Heilbronn, Germany hosted by GR79

Congratulations goes out to the newly elected Officers for the 2018 Membership Year…
Commander Joe D. Brown
Adjutant James Settle
NECMAN James Dennis
First Vice Donald Chamberlain
Second Vice Jonathan Settle
Chaplain John Portale
Historian Ross Shephard III
Sergeant-At-Arms David Greaux

Newsletter Editor

David N. Greaux

davidg1959@t-online.de
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Legion pushes for centennial coin bill co-sponsorship
By Johnathon Clinkscales

In celebration of 100 years of service to the community, state and nation, The American Legion has proposed
a new coin bill that would require the U.S. Mint to produce a limited edition, commemorative coin for the
Legion’s 2019 centennial birthday.
Staff members from the Legion’s National Headquarters office in Washington, D.C., visited congressional
offices June 27-28 on Capitol Hill to request co-sponsorship for The American Legion 100th Anniversary
Commemorative Coin Act.
“On behalf of The American Legion and our millions of members, we request that members of Congress
support H.R. 2519 as co-sponsors,” American Legion Media Relations Director Joseph Plenzler said. “The
American Legion is the largest wartime veterans service organization in the United States that works diligently
on many other veteran-centric programs. We stand behind the issues most important to the nation’s veterans
community, backed by resolutions passed by volunteer leadership.”
Unique among U.S. Mint products, the Legion centennial coin will help raise money for important causes as
well as commemorate important aspects of American history and culture. The funds gained from this bill,
introduced last month, would support the Legion’s four pillars of service: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation,
National Security, Americanism and Children and Youth.
“The American Legion’s primary mission is to assist veterans in accessing their hard-earned benefits,” Plenzler
said. “These programs help veterans and their families, along with the youth of our nation. We are proud of
the work that we do as an organization devoted to mutual helpfulness.”
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The current coin bills, officially known as H.R. 2519 and S. 1182, is no cost to the government. In addition,
all members of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee have co-sponsored this bill and the Legion is honored
that it has been referred to the House Committee on Financial Services.
However, the Legion still needs more than 140 co-sponsors for the bill to reach the House floor. “Congress
only authorizes two coins per session, and one coin has already been approved,” said Matthew Shuman, director
of the Legion’s National Legislative Division. “It is vital that The American Legion be the second coin.”
Legion members are encouraged to contact their representatives and senators to support this important
legislation. Click here to send a prepared message to your congressional representatives asking them to cosponsor these critical bills.
If authorized by Congress, commemorative coins minted would be issued only during the one-year period
beginning on Jan. 1, 2019.
The Legion begins its centennial recognition in August 2018 at the 100th National Convention in Minneapolis.
In March 2019, the organization will celebrate its 100th birthday in Paris, and Sept. 16, 2019, will mark the
100th anniversary of the organization's congressional charter.

Department of France
Good Day to everyone
My Name is Sonja Dennis from Auxiliary GR 30 in Wuerzburg. I want to Thank you for
allowing me to become the Department President of France this year. I also want to Thank
our Ladies who too Department Positions this year. I think we will have a good year this
year.
We have some programs we need to work on it, like being the American Legion Family again. As the Department
Auxiliary, I would like us to visit Landstuhl Hospital for the Holidays if possible. We can bring them cards and presents.
We are on vacation in America until the middle of July. We will be travelling to National Headquarters on the 30. of
June with my sister in law and her husband. Comrade Haggan will meet us there and show us around. I also will be
joining American Legion Auxiliary Unit 201 in West Jefferson, Ohio for their 4 th of July parade. Auxiliary Unit 201
President Dennis has asked if I would assist in giving out candies during the parade.
After the parade, I will be travelling to my sister in law to enjoy the day with family.
I wish everyone a good day and a safe 4th of July holiday. Take care and I see you at the 2 nd DEC.
P.S. Please bring your family with you to the 2nd DEC. I would like to see them. And maybe we can grow into a larger
family.
Thank you, God bless you, Department President - Sonja Dennis
18

RENO NEVADA

Site of the 99th American Legion National Convention

August 18rd to August 24th 2017

The Reno Strip

The Atlantis Casino Resort & Spa

If you are planning to attending the National Convention in Reno (and I hope to see
some new faces in Reno) please e-mail me at dhaggan@sbcglobal.net with the following
information, THE DATE YOU WILL ARRIVE AND DEPART, THE PERSON YOU ARE
SHARING A ROOM WITH IF ANY, AND ANY SPECIAL ROOM REQUIREMENTS.
The room cost per night is $135.00 plus tax. Cutoff for the reservation is 1 July 2015.

Plan now to be there, a good time will be had by all
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