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Hello my fellow Le‐
gionnaires. I hope all
is well with you and
your families.
As you know, 17 Octo‐
ber is the 2nd DEC.
Our location has
changed. The 2nd DEC
will now be at the
Novotel Hotel, in Saint
Avold, where we have
hosted it in the past.
Thanks to the foresight
of Past Commander
Brown and Past Adju‐
tant Settles, for plan‐
ning ahead and reserv‐
ing the conference
rooms. The other site
was ok, however, we
were holding the
meeting in one loca‐
tion, eating in another
location, and over‐
night stays in a differ‐
ent location. We can
encompass all three in
the newly renovated
Novotel.
In my last newsletter I
stated that I had re‐
ceived a, ”Department

in disarray”. I apolo‐
gize to the Depart‐
ment, Department Of‐
ficers, Past and Pre‐
sent, and Post. I inher‐
ited a Department
with pending issues
but not a Department
in disarray. We have
many outstanding le‐
gionnaires and Post
and the comment I
made is not justified.
I want to thank the
Post Commanders and
Adjutants for main‐
taining, holding and
securing the Posts that
we have, throughout
Europe. I'm very
proud of having the
best Legionnaires in
the world serving our
troops.
In communicating with
some of the agencies,
military personnel, and
family members, they
often ask what we do
for the family. My re‐
ply is we have Scout‐
ing, Sons of the Ameri‐
can Legion, Auxiliary,
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Adjutant
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and other programs
just to name a few.
Then they ask how,
where and when, can
we get involved. In
saying this, we need to
put more of this in all
our programs, more
visibility, and last but
not least make it a
family event/affair. If I
don’t do anything else
in this year, that is one
goal in which I would
have liked accom‐
plished.

Vice Commander At
Large - DK 01, GC-1.
PO01, NL01, FR01, IR02,
IR03, & SP292

Liam Kane, IR63
Vice Commander GR09, GR13, GR30,
GR42, & GR79

Michael Besant, GR1982
Vice Commander GR01, GR06, GR14,
GR20, GR1982, & IR63

James Dennis, GR30
Vice Commander GR03, GR05, GR07, &
GR45

Vacant
Vice Commander -

I look forward to see‐
ing all of you at the
2nd DEC.
For God and Country
Robert Gray

BE02, CP01, FR05, & IT01

Kevin B. Keehnen, GR01
National Executive
Committeeman
William “Bill” Marshall,
GR42
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I want to thank all Le‐
gionnaires for having
confidence in me to per‐
form the duties of De‐
partment Judge Advo‐
cate. I am proud to
serve among out‐
standing comrades and
will do my best for the
Department. I will ask if
there is anything I need
to get abreast of, please
shoot me an email. I
want to thank Past
Judge Advocate Keith
Abernathy for his in‐
sight, support, profes‐
sionalism and guidance.
I look forward to work‐
ing with all of you and
serving a great Depart‐
ment.
For the Good of the Le‐
gion, God and Country

Squadron 42 Hosts DEC in Schweinfurt

The Detachment of France tried a new concept at the recent
Detachment Executive Committee meeting. Instead of sitting at a table all day and trying to stay awake, several members of the Detachment attended a “field trip” sponsored by
Omar Bradley Squadron 42 in Schweinfurt. In an effort to
add something new and exciting to the agenda, the members
travelled to Military – Store Bausenwein, in an effort to provide an opportunity to tour a German Military Store that is
located just minutes from the Post Home.

Your DSO is here to Help
VA CLAMS, SSA, DFAS
George T. Hall
hallgt@yahoo.com

Below is a partial listing of
Post and their General Membership Meetings. If you
would like to attend a Post
meeting, please contact the
respective Commander and/
or the Adjutant.
GR01: 1st & 3rd Wednesday
monthly, Post Home
GR03: 1st Thursday monthly
Post Home
GR06: 2nd Wednesday
monthly Post Home

SAL members Shawn and Conner Ashe, Dave Greaux, and
Mike Umland joined me in the tour of the store. After
shopping amidst the displays of German and American military gear, we were treated to a personal tour by the store
manager. An avid collector of military items, he showed the
SAL members several WWII vehicles including an M48 tank
and a Half-Track. He also showed off other vehicles including a German Howitzer Tracked vehicle and two other similar vehicles.

GR07: 1st Tuesday monthly
Post Home

I thank those who attended and I wish more members could
have enjoyed this wonderful and informative excursion. I
challenge others to offer something to do at similar meetings
in the future. I hope the idea of seeing something interesting
in the towns we visit during meetings will continue.

GR1982: Third Wednesday
of the month Post Home

Mike Young
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POST HAPPENINGS

Of course, the meeting was productive as well. The highlight of the meeting occurred when I handed the gavel over
to Squadron Commander Jim Dennis. Commander Jim then
took the opportunity to recognize one of our more faithful
members. Eight-Year old Conner Ashe was recognized with
a FIVE YEAR Certificate. I have to note that Conner (and
his dad, Shawn) have been very loyal to the Squadron and
the Detachment. They are always in attendance and both
have held many officer positions within the Detachment.
Thank you for your service to The Detachment of France,
Connor. I SALUTE YOU!

GR13: 3rd Saturday monthlt
Post Home
GR14: Second Wednesday
of the month Post Home
GR42: Third Sunday of the
month Post Home
GR79: Second Saturday of
the month Post Home

PO01: Third Wednesday of
the month Past Com. House
IR03: First Saturday in
April, first Sat. in Oct for
elections
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Historian
Eric Thoresen, GR01
Finance Officer
Gary Miller, GR06
Service Officer
George Hall, GR03

Frank J. Hanchak

Judge Advocate

Commander,

Michael Young, GR01

departmentadjutant@gmail.com
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TRANSATLANTIC COUNCIL BY THE NUMBERS
pate in the 92nd Annual National Convention.

The American Legion Department of
France has contributed to the benefit of
over 5000 Boy Scouts of America in the
Depart of France Theater. Over 3,450
Cub Scouts in 91packs, 1,945 Boy
Scouts in 97 troops and over 106 Ventures in 13 crews.
Between the Second and Third Department Executive Committee meeting,
the 2010 Department of France Eagle
Scout of the Year Committee will meet.
This season’s deadline will be midnight
Sunday, January 31, 2010. Our local
Eagle Scout of the Year will be announced just in time for the February
birthday of the Boy Scouts of America.
How can you submit an Eagle Scout for
this prestigious recognition in our Department? Contact your Post Awards
Chairman. The American Legion Eagle
Scout of the Year will then join the
Youth Champion delegation and partici-

mon program will be the Scouting
Troops in central Germany, they are
looking forward to Veterans Day, learnAs Scouts begin to plan their
ing a little more American History and
2009 – 2010 year, they are all Culture in central Europe and placing
anticipating a huge celebration flags out at local German Cemeteries, as
of the 100th year of Boy
well as participating in few events at
Scouts of America.
American Battle Monument Commissions in England, France, Luxemburg,
The World Organization of
and Italy.
Scouting Movement Celebrated its one hundredth An- Nearly each month, Life Scouts throughniversary in 2007 near Lonout the European Continent are looking
don England. The London
to conduct service projects around mililocation is where Scouting
tary communities and sometimes in the
shares common background
local European communities, to enhance
for citizenship development,
the lives of military and civilians living
personal education, physical
abroad, and sometimes to benefit our
fitness and making good moral generous and welcoming neighbors. Just
decisions. Similarly, Boy
last year, I assisted a Life Scout in placing
Scouts of American will have
two sturdy wooden log benches along
a 2010 celebration, amongst
community hiking trails West of LandBoy Scout of America packs,
stuhl in the Rheinland Pfalz forest.
troops and crews from the Far
East Council thru the Transatlantic Council, from as far
north as the West Alaskan Council to as far
south as the Virgin
Island Council, with
direct service packs,
troops and crews near
US embassies and a few
international schools
worldwide. Many
American Communities throughout the
Department of France
will see Scouting packs
and troops holding
events throughout
2010.
Part of every BSA program and the 100 year
celebration is providing service to the community. Just one com-
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During January, many Scouts will be
looking to conduct Merit Badge courses
with local experts in a variety of 125
professions and hobbies. Many of these
merit badges consist of over 200 word
essays along with 100 hours of performance work. These merit badges are
conducted by adults with professional
experience, hobbies or avocations
within these topics. Such as, a few
Americans working with Texaco Oil

troop and extending a Legionnaires
wealth of experiences and professional
development upon the teens growing
knowledge of future occupations and
hobbies.

Company in Belgium and Sweden regularly conduct Soil and Water conservation and Geology Merit Badges, due to
their professional expertise in oil reservoir research and extracting oil, as well
as the ethical treatment of the surrounding wetlands.
The scouting program gives all Legionnaire members the opportunity to touch
the lives of the youth of our Nation and
to share with them the skills necessary
to build a generation of young people
ready to serve God and Country.
Many times, the personal hobbies and
expertise
of American Legion
membership can
pay off
additional
benefits
when
visiting a
Boy Scout

It is the objective of
The American Legion,
specifically, the National Americanism
Commission, to translate Americanism precepts, principles, and
ideals in an understanding and practical
manner to the people
of this Nation, to include Young America.
How can your Legion
Post get involved with
Scouting and share
mutual benefits? Contact myself or the
Transatlantic Council
and we will explain
how Scouts may be of
benefit to your Post
annual programs.
“For God and Country”
Scouting Forever and
Venture On!
Dave Sears
Scouting Chairman

The American Legion
Department of France
http://www.legion.org/documents/
legion/pdf/eaglescout_2010.pdf
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T HE A MERICAN L EGION D EPARTMENT OF F RANCE AND B OY
S COUTS OF A MERICA T RANSATLANTIC C OUNCIL 2009
Fellow Legionnaires, this Summer,
2009, we had the most awesome Scouting year ever. This was the 99th year
of Boy Scouts of America, as Boy Scout
of America nears its 100 year anniversary in 2010 and Transatlantic Council
is approaching its 65th anniversary.
The American Legion and the Boy
Scouts of America have had long ties for
nearly 90 years. Similarly, our own
American Legion Department of France
and the Transatlantic Council have
shared a wonderful relationship for the
past 56 years.
The American Legion, at its first National Convention, voted approval and
support to the Boy Scout movement.
Since that time in 1919, The American
Legion's support of Involvement in
Scouting is part of the Legion's Americanism Program. Nationwide, 2,515
Scout units are chartered to the Legion,
with a total membership of 78,087.
Hundreds of other units benefit from
financial and other forms of support by
local posts.
The Department of France has had a
long term partner in the European theater with similar goals and agendas. As
military communities have continued to
downsize, Franken Kaserne opened its
gates to the Boy Scouts of America and
Girl Scouts of the United States of
America.
Boy Scout and Girl Scout equipment
shows it aging. For a few decades of
Scouting in Europe, Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts have slept under green tarpaulin

tents, sawed, cooked, spliced and pioneered their Scouting skills in the forest
northeast of Frankfurt.
Specifically during the 2009 re-location
of thousands of seasoned Boy Scout and
Girl Scout equipment was rapidly
moved by European Command.
As camping equipment, cook sets, patrol boxes, handicraft equipment, water
front safety devices all arrived it was
sadly apparent that time and repetitive
use has taken its toll on both BSA and
GSUSA property. Most of the camping
property and equipment was obtained
from the defense reutilization management which found a second life after the
U.S. Armed Forces found them obsolete.
Also finding a revived second life is
Franken Kaserne, recently turned over
to US Army Garrison Ansbach.
Franken Kaserne was a fuel storage and
chemical storage facility formerly for
German tank battalions.
Thankful to generous grants provided
by the American Legion Department of
France. The BSA and GSUSA have been
able to enhance their camping experience and increase their citizenship training across the younger American population in the Department of France
Theater. In the past two years, the
Department of France has contributed
to the purchase of three automated external defibrillator (AED). An AED is a
portable electronic device that automatically diagnoses the potentially life
threatening cardiac arrhythmias of ventricular fibrillation and ventricular

tachycardia in a patient, [1] and is able
to treat them through defibrillation, the
application of electrical therapy which
stops the arrhythmia, allowing the heart
to reestablish an effective rhythm.
Further, thru generous contributions by
the American Legion Department of
France. The Transatlantic Council and
North American Girl Scouts of America
have rebuilt the craft hut benefiting over
five hundred Boy Scouts and one hundred Girl Scouts during this 2009 season
alone.
Scouting utilizes the service-learned
skills and abilities of the veteran in
building character and desirable habits
in "Young America." It's a Post activity
that brings public credit and goodwill to
the Post. Legion-sponsored Scout units
should be a "must" in every Post.
Some Legion posts have expressed an
interest in how they can participate in
Scouting within their own legion post.
The best way they can do this is by establishing chartering a Venturing Crew.
The leadership and citizenship goals of
Venturing as well as their aims and
methods are in keeping with the American Legion Department of France mutual goals. Want to learn more about
Venturing, ask me how.
Department of France
Scouting Chairman
David Sears
http://www.legion.org/documents/
legion/pdf/eaglescout_2010.pdf
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Morning Assembly “Alive, Awake, Alert, Enthusiastic” Just before Flag Presentation

The restored American Legion Department of France GSUSA‐BSA Craft Hut
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Inside the Craft Hut during Camp Lachenwald (GSUSA weeks early July)

GSUSA Tie Dye Shirts inside the American Legion Dept of France Craft Hut
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Wall Murals inside the new American Legion Department of France Craft Hut
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Franken Kaserne Restored First Aid Hut with AED (Camp Lachenwald volunteer nurse)

American Legion purchased AEDs at the restored First Aid Hut, Franken Kaserne

